As part of an Erasmus+ trip, we visited Grottammare and surrounding towns in the Marche region of Italy. The itinerary included educational lectures, cultural excursions, and community engagement activities, providing valuable insights into local heritage and inclusive education.
Ceramic Workshop for Adults with Special Needs – ‘A Mano a Mano Società Cooperativa’
On our first day we toured a local ceramic workshop where adults with special needs create and design unique ceramic pieces. The workshop is run by the ‘A Mano a Mano Società Cooperativa’ organisation that aim to provide employment and social reintegration to people who live in situations of serious marginalization. We were given the opportunity to make some clay pottery ourselves, to meet some of the workers and to see and purchase some of their finished pieces. 
San Benedetto del Tronto  Market
We visited the local San Beneddetto Del Toro market. The market was a vibrant space where vendors sell local crafts, antiques and second hand items. 
Museo del Mare - Sea Museum
We got a tour of  the Museo del Mare (Sea Museum), which offered insights into the maritime history of the region. The museum showcased various exhibits related to the sea, highlighting its significance to the local community.
School Visit
We visited a secondary school in San Benedetto del Tronto, where we listened to Italian students present projects on the environment and technology. 
Our hosts also presented presentations on pet therapy, laughter therapy and gave use more information about the history and culture of the local area. 
Grottammare Old Town 
We visited Grottammare’s beautiful old town. Here we attended a lecture by Professor Massimo Rogante at the Sistino Museum. Professor Rogante shared his innovative approach to education and also discussed waste management. 
Ascoli Piceno
We went on a day trip to the city of Ascoli Piceno. Here our hosts gave us a guided tour of the city. We visited Piazza del Popolo, Ascoli Piceno Cathedral, the church of San Francesco, and the Civic Art Gallery. 


