






Name: Dáire Leahy

Interview with: Marg Leahy

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?
I love Christmas and still love it
Why/ Why not?

I love the atmosphere, the presents, the food, the holiday and most of all because it's my Birthday.
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?

It's a holiday from work. We get a turnip and cover it in tin-foil. Then we put a big red candle in it and light it on Christmas Eve.
What presents did you get?

Usually a doll and board games.
How was your house decorated?

We had a Christmas tree with lights and lots of tinsel.
What clothes did you wear?

Usually a warm dress.
What food did you eat?

Turkey, ham, sprouts, Christmas cake and lots of sweets.
Did you play any special games?

On Christmas night we always played draughts, snakes and ladders and card games.
What was your favourite Christmas song?

My favourite Christmas song is 'O come all ye Faithful.'
What do you think has changed most about Christmas?

Christmas begins too soon nowadays and it's gone too commercialised.
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?

My parents and my brother in New Zealand and the snow!
Name: Hannah
Interview with: My Nana

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?

Yes
Why/ Why not?

I love Christmas because my Nana was living in the country side and there were loads of things to do.
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?

All the houses had candles lighting on their windows to welcome baby Jesus.
What presents did you get?

My Nana got a doll and sweets.
How was your house decorated?

It was decorated with holly and ivy.
What clothes did you wear?

My Nana wore a skirt, jumper and boots.
What food did you eat?

She ate roast goose and Christmas cake.
Did you play any special games?

My Nana didn't play games, they used to tell stories instead.
What was your favourite Christmas song?

Her favourite song was 'Away in a Manger.'
What do you think has changed most about Christmas?

My Nana thinks the shops are way busier.
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?

My Nana misses living in the country side where she had lots of fun at Christmas.
Name: Eoin Griffin

Interview with: My Nan

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?

Yes I loved Christmas as a child.
Why/ Why not?

We all would sit around the open fire and make Christmas decorations.
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?

My Nan always went to the Opera House to watch the Pantomime.
What presents did you get?

My aunt would make a coat for me. She used make it from a rug.
How was your house decorated?

Our house was decorated with balloons and holly.
What clothes did you wear?

She used wear a woolly coat, jumper, skirt, hat and scarf.
What food did you eat?

Turkey, ham, jelly and cream.
Did you play any special games?

Snakes and ladders and if the day was good we went out skipping.
What was your favourite Christmas song?

Her favourite song was 'White Christmas.'
What do you think has changed most about Christmas?

Christmas has got materialistic and much too complicated.
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?

She misses the open fires, telling stories and my uncle playing the accordion and dancing.
Name: Emily

Interview with: Mum

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?
Yes I did very much.
Why/ Why not?

I have great memories of Christmas/
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?

I had to mix the Christmas Pudding mixture 3 times and then make a wish. The youngest member of the family always lit the Christmas candle on Christmas Eve and that was me.
What presents did you get?

I got Cindy and her horse, a small kitchen and a jewellery box.
How was your house decorated?

A tree in the sitting room. A small tree at the end of the hall. Holly over all the pictures in the house. We used to hang all our Christmas cards over the fireplace.
What clothes did you wear?

I always got new clothes for Christmas. 
What food did you eat?

Lots of goodies of course. We were only allowed fizzy drinks at Christmas.
Did you play any special games?

Twister was my favourite game, monopoly and buckaroo.
What was your favourite Christmas song?

I have two favourite songs 'The Snowman' and 'Walking in the Air.'
What do you think has changed most about Christmas?

Toys have changed. Everything needs a battery now. The simply gift traditions were valued more long ago but one tries to continue that.
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?

Coming home from school to see the fire lighting, lights on the tree and the smell of the Christmas cake baking in the oven.
Name: Orinta Kingyte

Interview with: My Mom

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?

My Mom loved Christmas when she was young.
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?

On Christmas Eve my Mom's family were not allowed to eat any meat or milk products. They were only allowed to eat fish. They also made holly bread which they ate.
What presents did you get?

My Mom got lots of sweets and a doll which she always wanted.
How was your house decorated?

It was decorated with small tiny lights witha star on top of the Christmas tree. The decorations on the tree used look like sweets.
What clothes did you wear?

My Mom would wear a red dress as that is the colour for Christmas.
What food did you eat?

She ate chicken, turkey, sweets, lemonade and fruit juice.
Did you play any special games?

Santa used to hide the youngest person in the house presents and everyone in the house would help them search for them.
What was your favourite Christmas song?

She loves 'Silent Night.'
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?

She misses making snowmen and snow castles.
Name: Alison Bergin

Interview with: My Granny

Did you enjoy Christmas when you were a child?
Yes I enjoyed Christmas when I was a child.
Why/ Why not?
I loved it because I got loads of things off Santa.
What special traditions did you have at Christmas time?
We had traditions like cleaning the chimney every Christmas for Santa and lighting a candle on Christmas Eve.
What presents did you get?
I got a ball and a pram and snakes and ladders.
How was your house decorated?
We decorated the house with paper decorations.
What clothes did you wear?
I always wore a new jumper, skirt, socks and shoes which I got especially for Christmas.
What food did you eat?
We started with soup, then turkey, ham, potatoes and peas.
Did you play any special games?
We played cards and snakes and ladders.
What was your favourite Christmas song?
My favourite song was ‘Drummer Boy’ and ‘ Silent Night.’
What do you think has changed most about Christmas?
Everyone now spends a lot of time watching television. Also more money is spent at Christmas.
What do you miss most about the Christmas you had as a child?
I miss the simple things like story telling and playing games.
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